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DANGEROUS WILD ANIMALS ACT 1976 LICENCE CONDITIONS 
 
 
1. While any animal is being kept under the authority of the licence: 
 

a. the animal shall be kept by no person other than the person specified above 
 

b. the animals shall normally be held at such premises are as specified: 
 

 TBC 

 TBC 
 

c. the animal(s) shall not be moved from those premises except in the following 
circumstances, namely, where the movement is subject to a specific variation of this licence 
granted by the Council. 

 
d. the person to whom the licence is granted shall hold a current insurance policy which 

insures him and any other person entitled to keep the animal under the authority of the 
licence against liability for any damage which may be caused by the animal(s). 

 
2. The species and number of animals of each species which may be kept under the authority of 

the licence shall be restricted to those specified in the schedule above. 
 
3. The person to whom the Licence is granted shall at all reasonable times make available a copy 

of the licence to any person entitled to keep any animal under the authority of the licence, to 
any person authorised by the council to inspect the animal/premises, the police or any other 
authorised person. 
 

4. Any variation of the licence for movement of animals from the premises must be sought by 
notifying the licensing department of the local authority as soon as possible and at least 24 
hours before the movement is to take place. The application for variation needs to be in writing, 
which can include electronic media and must contain the following information: 

 
a. The destination 
b. The local authority in whose area the animals will be staying 
c. The duration of the stay 
d. The species and number of animals concerned 
e. A copy of the receiving collection’s DWAA licence where applicable 

 
5. Any movement of animals from the premises for emergency veterinary treatment, or in the case 

of any reasonable emergency, must comply with condition 4 and this emergency movement 
must be communicated to the local authority within 24 hours of the event having occurred. Any 
sick or injured animal must receive appropriate care and treatment without delay. 

 
6. Any changes in the number of animals listed on this licence, through births or deaths, must be 

communicated to the local authority within 48 hours, in writing or via email 
 
7. The person to whom the licence is granted shall ensure that all reasonable precautions are 

taken:- 
 

a. To protect the safety of the public 
b. To ensure that no nuisance is caused to the public 
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8. Any animal which is being kept under the authority of the licence shall be:- 
 

a. held in accommodation which ensures that the animal will not escape, which is suitable as 
regards to construction, size, temperature, lighting, ventilation, drainage and cleanliness 
and which is suitable for the number of animals proposed to be held in the accommodation; 
and 

 
b. supplied with adequate and suitable food, drink and bedding material and be visited at 

suitable intervals by a competent person. 
 
9. While at the premises where the animals will normally be held, the accommodation shall be 

such that they can take adequate exercise. 
 
10. Appropriate precautions will be implemented in case of fire, escape or other emergency. Any 

escapes out of the confines of the animal’s enclosure must be reported, in writing, within 24 
hours to the local authority.  

 
11. Transport arrangements used where animals are removed from their enclosure must be 

adequately secure, so as to prevent escape of the animal(s). Vehicles and cages must be 
suitable for the number and species of animals carried and all reasonable steps taken to avoid 
unnecessary suffering whilst in transit.  The vehicle must be lockable. 
 

12. Whilst in transit and other times when necessary, the animal(s) shall be in the charge of a 
suitable, experienced “competent” person. This can be the licensee, or a “competent” person 
authorised by the licensee. This authorised person shall be over 18 and shall not be disqualified 
under the DWAA (1976 with amendments).   

 
13. The Licensee shall take all reasonable precautions at all times to prevent and control the spread 

of infectious disease and shall act on any specific instructions that may be given by the 
Council.** 

 
14. The licensee shall not permit any other dangerous wild animals, including those held by any 

other person (whether that person holds a Dangerous Wild Animals Act Licence or not), onto 
the premises without the prior, written approval of the Council.  

 
 
**FOR HIGHER RISK PREMISES ADD TO 13. A risk assessment, in conjunction with a veterinary 
surgeon, of zoonotic and other potential infectious agents must be undertaken as part of the 
biosecurity for the animals contained within this licence. DELETE IF NOT REQUIRED 
 
 
ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS 
 
None 

 


